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GQ Article:
Accurate
Portrayal
of HLS?

By Jeff Bucho!tz

"Beirut on the Charles,”
John Sedgwick's expoaé on life,
love, and politice at the Law
School in the February 1995
wsue of G , has inspired con-
siderable rancor on campus
Sedgwick visited the Law School
in the ik, and spoke with many
studenls about the diversity
movement, the Law Review and
Law Revue incidents; and cam-
pus dynamics,

The resulting article por-
trays the Law School as 2 "fac-
tion-ridden” pressure cooker of
contentious snd  sexually
deprived extremists, obsessed
with race and gender issues.
Sedgwick describes the atmos-
phere on campus as overcome Ly
the emotional clash of radically
opposed and “all-encompessing”
ideclogies, and opines that
“overyone is typecust by his or
her rate, gender, sexual orients-
tion and political perspective.”

Media accounts of feverod
political disputos ot the Law
Schoaol are nothing new. But
Sedgwick's account of life here
struck many students as exag-
gerated and sensationalized
Dianne Rosky "M found the arti-
cle “kind of funny, because it
made thia place seem like a soap
opera: more interesting than it
really is, but at the same time,
trivial and petty.”

Many students thought
Sedgwick's focos on the Law
School's “cultural elite” skewed
his perspective., In the words of
Ellen Chubin '93, “he took the
pecple who are the maost
mvolved m the controversies and
presented them as the norm.”

Seversl students criticized
thelr depietion (o the article.
Law School Council Vice
President Ratl Perez "9 object
ed to Sedgwick’s charactariza
ton of himm as a “raclical leftist,”
Masie-Lotise Ramscale 93, LSC
Presidont, complained that
Sedgwick trivialized the serious
nosd of the diversity movement's
offorts.

The assertion that Law
School mem are “complisnt.” pas-

- sive objects of female sexual pre-

dation also provoked some angry
rosponses, As Zion Shohet '95
put it, “Not all of 15 are scared to
approach » woman in the Bow,™

Sedgwick acknowledged this
woek that his article did not nec-
essarily paint a representative
picture of HLS. But he added,
“The extreme reactions by some
stodents o my story are very
reflective of my point: Harvard
Law students zre deeply invalved
m these senes, snd everything is
grist for the mill.*

Relative to last year’s wur-
moil, which included CCR's
takeover of the Dean's office and
the Revee scandal, FILS is enjoy-
ing long-overdue calm. As
Chubin observes, *The label

ploase soe GQ, page 14

New Lanv Review President Van Nguven '94 .'

his ofice,

Conclusions of
Report Unclear

Review Confronts
Past, Looks to Future

Journal Elects
New Officers

By Johanna Davis
Bpecin! o e RECOND

By Johanna Davis
Special o he RECORD

Racism, soxiam, and anti-
Semitism were not the motivat-
ng forces behind Law Review
President Emily Schulman’s
93 controversial actions, baut
Schudman did commis various
judgmental errors, according to
the 10%-page report submitted
by Ralph Gants '80 to the
Trustees of the Harvard Law
Review on January 27.

Gants, 24 Boston atlorney
and former Law Review Note
Editor, produced the report
alter a three-month mvestiga-
tion of sllegations made by law
review editors that Schulmsn
had discriminated agsinst
them based on thelr race and
gender.

While not absolving her of
misconduct, Gants found that
Schulman’s judgmental errors
ware nol serious enough to
require disciplinsry action,
And, despite conflicts in testl-
meony, the moport concluded
that 1o law review editar kaow-

picase soo REPORT, page 3

The Law Review editors
elected a new masthead this
week, relieving an administra-
tion tomn by factionalism and
scandal.

Van Nguyen 94 will try to
heal old wounds as the newly
clected President of the
Review, He feels the process
has started already. “During
the transition [meetings in
January], we agreed to adopl
specific resolations aimed at
addressing the divisions which
occurred during the fall, at
restoring commumity spirnt,
and mmstilling & sense of ..u_..
mutus! respect, and tolerance,

A Vietnamese immigrant
Nguyen (pronounced N¢ _\'(':1}
commautos ovor an hour
day from his home in Nashus,
New Hamgpshire,
lives with his wife and two elatl-
dren, aged 7 and 8. His former
omployer, Digital Equipment
Corporation, trassferred him to
the United States in 1984,

I’u'f','_\‘

where he

please sce ELECTIONS, page §

Elizabeth Warren
Gets Tenure Offer

Students, Faculty Praise Visiting Prof

l;y Lisa Zornberg

The Law School Faculty vot
od on Friday, February 5, to offer
Visiting Professor Elizabeth
Warren & tenured position al
“' S. Dean Clark
:' extended the
calied the Faculty’s “a fabu-
lously good decision”
desernb »'-r'.‘ his personal reaction
as “one of ecstasy.”

Warren currently
tenured status at the University
of Pennsylvania, where she has
tacght for the past five years,
Other lav
include three years
at the University of
Houston (where, In
1978, she was the
st woman law
professor hired), six
years at the
University of Texas
and a short visit at
the University of
Michigan, Warren
received her B.S.
[rom the Universily
of Houston in 1970,
and a J.D. from
Univarsity in 1976,

When she entered teaching,
Warren muses, she never
dreamed that one day she'd be
asked to join the HLS faculty,
“If you'd told me this, Fd simply
have laughed at you and said,
*What a charming thought! |
have as good a chance of flying a

e des -
12, who offi-
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Rutgers

v teaching credentials

Prof. Ehzaqcm Warwn

rocket ship to the moon!™ The
first membor of her family to
groduate from college, Jet alone
from law uschool, Warran
explains, “My family still asks if
they should call me Doclor.” |1
was always fraid someone
would call me ! ‘n-l"u:"l 2 ira-
cheotory.”

Warren's specialties include
bankruptey, secured fransac
tions and contract law. Her
acclammed book, As We Forgive
Owr Debts: Bankruptcy and
Consumer Credit in Americs
(1989), with T, Sullivan and J

Westhrook, empiricatly analyzed
how bankruptcy law affects soci
ety. It was the first
demographic study
of its kind. Warren
continoes Lo exam-
ine the impsact of
creditor/deblor law
on different social
groups, Ineluding
wornen, ethnic and
racial minorities,
small businesses
nnd the elderly.
Often asked to
Lostify bafare
Congrass on bankruptcy lssues
Warren considers her poiitical
role essential. “Law matters.”
ghe proclaims, “And I want my
vaice heard, not only the voices
of paid lobbyists.” Future posi-
fions in government or as a
banknuptcy judge remain a pos-

plesse see WARREN, page 4

Liberators Theme:
Shared History

By Betsy McGrath

An ethnically rich crowd o
1200 gathered Me >1..l_. evening
in Memorial Hall's Sanders

Theater for a sold-outl scraening
of “The Liberntom,” a
Lazy an the rele of Black soldiers
in the liberation of several Nazi
concentration campa. Anticipa
tion of the film, at a soprising
height in light of previows show
ings and minimal publicity,
maownted during the introdscto

documen

Breyer on Short List for AG

By Bryan D. Garsten
Cvnlu\"r erx:r?«

Harvard Law School Lecturer %Lrpl'»n G.
Breyer '64 may be a candidate for US
General, according to a report in Tuesday's Wall

Street Journal.
Breyer, a federal judge

when resched at his home.,

Recent speculation on Capitoel Hill brooght wp
Breyer's name as a possibility, but George
Stephanopoulos, the White House communications
director, has not commented, the Jotwnal report-

ed

President Chinton had been .oukmg for a
woinan to 1] the Cabinot post &

at the First Cireuit
Court ol Appeals in Boston, would not comment

carporate attorney, and near-nominee Kimba

Wood 659, a New York federal judge, pulled them-
selves out of consideration aller admitting to hir-
ing illegal aliens as employees.

S Altomey

Congress."

was

airlines

t the Justice

Department, but nominee Zo¢ Buir LL a Conneciicut

“He's not female, bat it would be tetrific,”
Frankfurter Professor of Law Abram Chayes "43.
“He knows the law.
in Washington.

to the

said

He knows the political scene
He works very well with

Breyer has worked 1o government before. He
an assistant special prosecutor for the
Watergate Special Prosecution Force in 1973, and
chief counsel
Commitiee from 1979 to 1981,
He .u 20 "was lnstrumental 1o deregulnting the
" while working with Sen, Edward M,
Kemnedy, according to Professor Charles R, Nesson

US Senate Judiclary

please se: BREYER, page 4

ry remarks of Reverend Jesse
Jackson, who sald that "African
Americans and Jews have an
obligation to come togother, O
survival 15 st stake, and we
share common ¥ , dreams
and hopas.™
the themes of “healing, not huart
ng.” and *hope, not hatred.” He
talked about Arthur Ashe and
what we can all learn from his
iife, including “the need to be
othical over ethnic,”

Harvard University
President Neil Rudenstine cred
ited Rey. Jackson with having
doveloped the idea for the
screening, and for the panel dis-
cussion which followed, as part
of an effort to promote beller
relations between Blacks and
Jows.,

The film, 2ctually an episode
of the PBS sertes, “The American
Experience.” combined inter-
views and newsreel excerpts to
showcase the efforts of wo
exclusively Black militsry umits
who helped free Jews from con-
centration camps at the end of
World War 1. Notabl v, the pro-
duction revealed the common,
historic persecution of the two
groups, juxtaposing poriraits of
bigotry in the American South
with the simultanecus horrors of

aldes

Jackson sltressed

wv LIBERATORS, page 3
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Students to Com ile
Book on HLS W

- By Toy Chandler

Amidst the gender issues and contro-
versies that contimue to swirl sbout the
Law School campus, two
third-yosr studenty, Anat
Hakim "5 and Vikki Wulf
*93. have announced their
plang to write and publish a
book shout HLS women.

A signifieant part of the
book will consist of eszays
written by HLS women
focusing on how Harvard
has personatly impacted
them. Hakim and Walf
onvigion the book as con-
tributing positively to the
ongoing discussion abosut

Anat Hakim '93

wamen leaders in our soci-
. .

“Many of uy have bad
nngative experiencos hero,

e that we have grown
from these experiences and
can teke something posilive
with we when we leave
HLS,” Wulf said, “This is
not a Broken Contract, or
One L-type product. Thisis
2 chance {or everyone o
reflect on thelr time here
and to share their thougits

Vikkd Wulf ‘93

latl mg A
law ichaol.;otﬂn‘ m«'

" 20 have the book published

with women who come here
n the fulure.”

“Perhaps women will feel Jess alien-
ated during their first vesr here if our
book gives them some perspective before
thoy arive,” Wolf added, “We hope that
the insights presented in this book will
illustrate the formative processes experi-
enced st Harvard which have helped Lo

somatime this upcoming
summer. Thay nre comensly consulting
with professors and others'on how to hest
oblain funding for the project.

The desdline for ssbmissions is at the
end of February, All second- and third-
year HLS women intorosted in sabanit-
tm& I:s&vf % should mhct cither H-km
or

Warren Receives Offer

continued! from WARREN, page 1

sibility for Warren, bot ber first priority
is to work in that capacity whete she can
have gredtest impact.

Diversity At HLS

Warron's tomare offer cotncided with
last Friday's sileat vigil, held by students
to demonsirate their ongomg commit-
ment lo faculty diversity. Should she
asccepl, Warren will become the sixth
tenwred woman on the Law School
Faculty, However that number i4 soan o
be reduced, following Professor Kathleon
Sallivan's "81 November announcement
that she will leave HLS next fall to accept
B position at Stanfoed.

\oked whether the campus politics
that hnve made HES a national medis
focuss in recent months will mfvence her
decision, Warren declared. “Tt's part of the
reality of whas Harvard Law School i
lodey, and I'm s realist, The truth L5,

though, I'm not sure whether it argues m
favor of staying away or coming.”

"Students here have exercised power
in a very intereésting way,” she added,
*but my suspicion ks that it's lime to exer
cise power i different wayvs."

Still, for Warren, Harvard's studont
body is what maXes the offer most stirac-
tive: "The students are interesting people,
truly diverse in the rich meaning of the
word, I'vo never seon such an unusual
mix, and it excites me”

Warren shoild be happy to know that
her classes equally excite students. Most
who have had Warren for a professor
emphatically prajse her teaching and
scholarship, Michas! Sullivan 93, » ato-
dent m her fall bankruplcy course was
asked for his evaluation by the
Appomtments Committee. “I'l) tell the
RECORD what 1 told [Professor Charles|
Fried,” Sullivan declared. “It Goesn't mal
tor if she's  man or woman or whalever,
Warren is the bess professor 've had al
Harvard, and the scheol would lose 2 lot
il they didn't get her.”

Breyer up for AG

continued from BREYER, page 1

"3,

Nesson, who sald ke has known
Breyer since 1962, thought it was “quite
likely” the judge would sccept an appoint-
ment.

“I think the job would be very enticing
to him,” said Nesson, "He wants to do
what he can to make the world 3 better
place”

Nesson described Breyer as “very
astute about problems of justice., very
good on civil rights and exceodingly con
geions about the snvircnment — he bicy-
cles 10 work."

"He's also very sensitive on gender
sssues. He's always had n really deep
nppreciation of women's roles,” Neuson
saic

"He'd be excellent,” said Pound
Professor of Law and former Law School
Dean James Vorenberg 51, who said he
had not heard Breyer was a candidate,
Vorenberg, who served as dean from 1981
until 1989, said he knows Breyer well
from working with him on the fisculty ot
the Law School

Breyer was s professor at the Law
Schaol from 1970 until 1981 and at the
Kennedy School of Government front 1978
1o 1981.

This fall Breyer tavght
“Administrative Law: The Ragulatory
Process" and he co-jectures “Governmens
and the Regulation of Industry™, sith
Ramsey Professor of Political Economy
Richard J. Zeekhatser (his spring.

= Courtosy of the Harvard Crimson




